
Quality of life depends on
having electricity
While it is important to work

our way through this current eco-
nomic downturn, it is important to
look back on how we got to this
point.

During the 1930s, the Rural
Electrification Association helped
to provide one of the stimuli that
eventually brought the country
out of the Great Depression. Simi-
larities to that era are facing many
of us today with calling this period
the Great Recession. However,
we’ve progressed in many other
ways since those early years. Our
need for dependable electricity has
been met for the most part. Few
people today live without the con-
veniences of electricity. While
many weather-related issues con-
tinue to cause outages, our relia-

bility issues have decreased with
an upgraded infrastructure. While
reliability is of high concern, a
balance between expenses and
reasonable utility rates is impor-
tant.

Rural electrification stemmed
from the belief that affordable
power would change the way the
lives of rural Americans would
prosper in the coming years.
While 90 percent of urban
dwellers had electricity in 1930,
only 10 percent of rural America
did. Large for-profit utilities found
little reason to invest vast
amounts of money in rural areas
to earn minimal returns for their
investors. The companies insisted
that putting up poles and wires for
farms was too expensive. While
today’s rural community of home
dwellers has increased, the per-
centage of customers per mile still
remains very low in comparison to
the number of people living in and
near cities.

Under the leadership of then
President Franklin D. Roosevelt,
the REA was established. That
created the rural electric coopera-
tives as we know it today. Electric
cooperatives exist in virtually
every part of the United States and
currently serve 78 percent of the
landmass. While Harrison Rural

Electric remains as only one of
three cooperatives serving mem-
bers in the state, other states sur-
rounding us have quite a large
number of electric cooperatives
serving members like you.

While a larger utility might
offer the benefits of economies of
scale, a smaller utility can offer
benefits too. One example was the
storm that hit West Virginia in late
2009 during the Christmas holi-
days. Ninety-nine percent of the
members of Harrison Rural Elec-
tric who lost power during that
storm were returned to power
within 36 hours, while other utili-
ties in the state were without
power for nearly two weeks. We
contribute our good fortune to the
aggressive right-of-way clearing
that HREA has committed to over
the past years, along with a dedi-
cated workforce, many of whom
are served by HREA.

While HREA remains a small
player in the bigger picture, be
assured that our members are the
most important reason why we
exist today.

www.harrisonrea.com

Harrison Rural Electrification
Association, Inc.

RR 6, Box 502
Clarksburg, WV 26301-0502
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Board of Directors
James Stuart, Dist. 4 ..................President
Michael Cross, Dist. 7 .......Vice President
Darrell Powell, Dist. 6 ...........Secy.-Treas.
C.B. Sharp .....................................Dist. 1
Greg Robertson .............................Dist. 2
Glenn Cox, Jr.................................Dist. 3
Ron Watson...................................Dist. 5

________________
Gary L. Jackson, General Manager

Terry Stout ...................Office Manager
Alan Cox .................Operations Manager
Richard L. Fox................Staking Engineer
Nada McNemar .............................Editor

Office Hours
7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., Mon.-Fri.

Manager’s
Corner

by
Gary Jackson,
CEO/General
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Five ways to obtain IRS forms and publications
The Internal Revenue Service has free tax forms

and publications on a wide variety of topics. If you
need IRS forms, here are five easy methods for get-
ting the information you need.

1. On the Internet You can access forms and
publications on the IRS Web site 24 hours a day,
seven days a week, at IRS.gov.

2. By Phone You can call 1-800-TAX-FORM
(800-829-3676) Monday through Friday, 7 a.m. to
10 p.m. local time—except Alaska and Hawaii,
which are Pacific time—to order current year forms,
instructions and publications as well as prior year
forms and instructions. You should receive your
order within 10 days.

3. At Convenient Locations in Your Community
During the tax filing season, many libraries and post
offices offer free tax forms to taxpayers. Some
libraries also have copies of commonly requested

publications. Many large grocery stores, copy centers
and office supply stores have forms you can photo-
copy or print from a CD.

4. By Mail Order your tax forms and publications
from the IRS National Distribution Center at 1201 N.
Mitsubishi Motorway, Bloomington, IL 61705-6613.
You should receive your products 10 days after
receipt of your order.

5. Taxpayer Assistance Centers There are 401
TACs across the country where the IRS offers face-
to-face assistance to taxpayers, and where taxpayers
can pick up many IRS forms and publications. Visit
IRS.gov and go to Contact My Local Office on the
Individuals page to find a list of TAC locations by
state. On the Contact My Local Office page, you can
also select TAC Site Search and enter your ZIP code
to find the IRS walk-in office nearest you as well as
a list of the services available at specific offices.

As spring planting begins to enter your mind,
new trees may be part of your landscape plan.
Winter ice storms and summer thunderstorms

show the effect trees can have on the flow of
your electric service, which is why it’s impor-
tant to think about more than just the tree.
So while you make plans for what trees will

enhance the look of your property, make sure
you look up to see how those trees will affect the
overhead utility lines.
Decorative trees generally don’t grow extremely

tall, such as a Bartlett pear reaches a mature
height of about 20 feet.
But those big hardwood favorites that bathe a

yard in shade during the hot summer months can
get much bigger.
Maple trees will grow to between 60 and 80 feet

when mature, oak trees can reach 75 to 80 feet, and
the mighty sycamore will reach upward of 115 feet
when fully grown.

A good rule of thumb to consider is to plant
trees at least as far away from utility lines as
the tree is expected to grow. (If you’re planting
a sugar maple that could grow to be 75 feet
tall, plant it 75 feet away from power lines.)
When it comes to trees, your cooperative needs

your help in maintaining a constant flow of power
for you and your neighbors. Plant responsibly.
Also, if you have trees on your property that are

in danger of coming in contact with power lines,
let the co-op know, and our right-of-way clearing
crews can take care of things before a problem
occurs.

How tall is that tree going to grow?

Harrison Rural Electrification Association will
hold its annual meeting of the members on Thurs-
day, April 15, at Liberty High School. As was men-
tioned last month, cake and coffee will be served
immediately following this year’s meeting.
In an effort to save money, there will be no gift

handouts at the door nor door prize drawings fol-
lowing the meeting. The pre-meeting meal and
entertainment also have been eliminated.

We hope you will plan to attend
the meeting, as this is your chance
to hear what your co-op has been
doing and what it plans to do in
the future. This is also your chance to ask
questions and voice your concerns.
There will be more information about the meeting

in the April issue of Country Living. We hope to see
you there!

It’s almost annual meeting time!
April
15!
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Weathering the ‘perfect storm’
Our nation’s electric utility industry is heading

into a “perfect storm.” While the amount of electrici-
ty we use every day steadily increases, the capacity
to generate and transmit that power is running
short. In the past, fossil fuel-fired power plants were
the go-to option to meet growing new demand with
proven technology, but looming federal regulations
on carbon dioxide emissions is changing that. The
cost of complying with new regulations could make
electricity less affordable for everyone—a concern
Harrison Rural Electrification Association is fighting
to voice.
In December, the U.S. Environmental Protection

Agency (EPA), a part of the executive branch,
declared that six key greenhouse gases from
auto emissions, including carbon dioxide,
are “endangering public health and wel-
fare” of current and future generations.
Emissions from motor vehicles of four of
those greenhouse gases, including carbon
dioxide, were also said to contribute to
dangerous air pollu-
tion.
The endanger-

ment finding puts a
foot in the door for
the EPA to issue sweep-
ing new rules that could
impose strict limits on carbon emissions, including
those from power plants. The cost of generating
electricity would go up, and in the end those costs
would hit consumer pocketbooks.
Congress is mulling over its own set of carbon

dioxide regulations, and we must continue to ask
that any resulting legislation be fair, affordable and
technologically achievable. If passed, congressional
legislation should also preempt use of any other
existing laws, fixing a regulatory disaster that would
only add to costs for consumers with a mess of
overlapping regulatory red tape.
Whatever the political outcome, the honest truth

is the change won’t come overnight. Fossil fuels cur-
rently account for more than 70 percent of all elec-
tricity generated in the United States. New technol-
ogy will be key to both keeping these traditional
options up-to-date and refining new ways to afford-
ably keep the lights on. Cleaner use of fossil fuels,
an increased use of renewable energy, and a big
commitment to energy efficiency will all be neces-
sary.

Electric co-ops have a long history of providing
safe, reliable and affordable electricity to their mem-
bers, and no “perfect storm” is going to keep us
from continuing to do our job. Co-op research pro-
jects are already underway to expand the current
limits of renewable energy, make coal- and natural
gas-fired power plants cleaner and more efficient,
and possibly even capture carbon dioxide from plant
emissions before they go up a smokestack and store
them deep underground to keep them out of the
atmosphere.
The Cooperative Research Network, of which our

co-op is a member, was recently awarded a $33.9
million grant from the U.S. Department of Energy,

which will support a wide-ranging “smart
grid” research project. The effort brings
together 27 electric co-ops in 10 states,
which will match the grant money
awarded to create a pool of nearly $68
million for ground-breaking technology
development. With a smarter electric

grid, we’ll be able
to deliver electri-
city to our con-
sumers more effi-
ciently—cutting

the amount of emis-
sions we’ll need to

generate as a result.
Co-ops have stepped up to challenges in the past,

and I have no doubt our response to this challenge
will be any different in the end. But we need your
help in relaying to Congress just how important it is
to keep climate change legislation fair, affordable
and technologically achievable. To make your voice
heard, join the Our Energy, Our FutureTM grassroots
awareness campaign at www.ourenergy.coop.
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Old wiring could be hazardous
Residential electrical wiring changed during the

20th century as new appliances appeared on the
scene and electricity evolved from a luxury to a
mainstay. More appliances at home led to safety
improvements and an increased number of room
outlets, leaving older home wiring to play catch-up.
Although most older home electrical systems have
been upgraded over the years, safety shortcomings
may still exist. Since a third of American homes
were built more than 50 years ago, home buyers
and folks living in older homes
should be aware of how wiring
changed during the last century.
Electric capacity is a major concern

with older wiring systems. Home-
owners in the 1930s didn’t use a lot
of electrical appliances, except for a
refrigerator, a few lights and a radio.
An explosion of appliance pur-

chases followed in the late 1940s
and early ’50s. But the arrival of air
conditioning during the 1960s soon
rendered many mid-century home
electrical systems obsolete. More
recently, residences built as little as
20 years ago might be insufficient
for handling entertainment systems
and personal computers.
Each year, household wiring and

lighting cause an estimated average of 32,000 home
fires. On average, these fires result in 950 injuries,
220 deaths and nearly $674 million in property
damage, according to the National Fire Protection
Association.
“Residential electrical systems are seldom inspect-

ed after they are installed and tend to be destroyed
in house fires,” explains John Drengenberg, con-
sumer affairs manager for Underwriters Laborato-
ries, Inc. (UL), an independent product safety testing
and certification organization based in Chicago, Ill.
“Homeowners should not assume all is well simply
because fuses aren’t blowing, circuit breakers aren’t
tripping or they’re not receiving shocks or smelling
burnt plastic. Inside the walls, wire insulation could
be cracking and crumbling, especially if wires are
drawing more current than they were designed to
handle. The wood frame above plaster ceilings could
also become charred by light bulbs that are too close
to the ceiling or higher in wattage than the light fix-
ture’s rating.”
To avoid such hazards, consumers should under-

stand the limits of home wiring systems. Often, this
depends on when a home was built or if the electri-
cal system was upgraded. In other cases, though,
telltale signs may indicate a problem.
“Anytime you receive a shock from an electrical

appliance, outlet or wall switch in your home, it’s a
warning that you should talk with a qualified electri-

cian,” Drengenberg cautions. “If a fuse blows or a
circuit breaker trips right after you replace or reset
it, you have trouble somewhere. Flickering or dim-
ming lights could mean loose connections, over-
loaded circuits, improper wiring or arcing and spark-
ing inside walls.”
In older homes, heat means too much electrical

current’s being drawn through outlets. “If your
receptacles or plugs are hot to the touch—you can’t
keep your hand on them for more than five sec-

onds—you may have an overload,”
Drengenberg advises.
When too much current gets

drawn, wires heat up, baking and
eventually weakening the insula-
tion. Wires with damaged, decayed
or brittle insulation can lead to
shocks and fires.
Another issue associated with

older home wiring systems is the
number of receptacles in each
room. Today’s electrical code
requires outlets be placed every 12
feet of running wall space, about
one per wall in the average 10-by-
12-foot room. Houses built before
1956 were required to have outlets
placed every 20 feet, while homes
built before 1935 weren’t required

to have wall outlets at all.
“Relying on extension cords is not the answer,”

indicates Drengenberg. “Extension cords are meant
for temporary use only and should not be a substi-
tute for permanent wiring.”
Proper grounding, meanwhile, prevents painful or

even deadly electrical shocks when electricity flows
through an improper path. Every home electrical
system should have some type of grounding.
Newer homes are wired with cables that include a

ground wire. The ground wire allows for use of
three-pronged receptacles needed to power certain
appliances, particularly ones with metal shells, such
as refrigerators and washing machines.
Many wiring systems installed in the 1950s and

earlier used nonmetallic wiring, which lacked a
ground wire. Homes from this era boast only two-
pronged outlets, unsuitable for many modern conve-
niences. Simply replacing two-pronged receptacles
with three-pronged receptacles violates the National
Electrical Safety Code if no ground path exists.
In some cases, older homes may feature newer

wiring systems. But the era when the wiring was
upgraded impacts electrical limitations. Before
buying a home, have someone certified in electrical
work inspect the system to be safe. Visit
www.inspectorseek.com for referrals.

Source: Underwriters Laboratories, Inc.


