
Annual meeting and economy
This year’s Annual Meeting

will be similar in many ways to
past years’. We will provide a
full-course pasta dinner with
dessert before the general meet-
ing begins. This year’s dinner will
be catered by the local 4-H club
of Harrison County. The
proposed agenda will
focus on the issues of pro-
viding affordable power
and our ability to provide
reliable energy.

While much of our
economy is sinking to
depths comparable to the
Great Depression, the spi-
raling costs to provide
energy to our members
continues to rise. As I’ve
mentioned in previous
articles, our major expen-
diture to run the cooperative con-
tinues to be the price to purchase
power for resale to our members.
Unlike investor-owned utilities,
our not-for-profit electric cooper-

ative continues to provide energy
to its members with minimum
resources and operates with
lower operating capital to facili-
tate holding down price increases
as much as possible.

While natural resources, like

oil and gas, currently are declin-
ing, many of the fixed base costs
of running the cooperative are
purchased in the futures market.
Consequently, except for the cur-
rent lower prices for fuel to run
our vehicles, we continue to
experience higher costs to pur-
chase energy. Additionally, our
current power contract that was
signed in 2007 contains escalat-
ing costs for energy purchases
over the remaining three-year
contract that ends July 2013.

We anticipate 2009 to be a
challenging year for both the
cooperative and the membership.
Consequently, we are streamlin-
ing operations at every level pos-
sible to cut costs and still provide
reliable service to all of you.

In 2008, we were able to get a
bill passed through our legisla-

ture that exempted the
cooperative from paying
property taxes. These
funds will be used to help
offset future costs for the
purchase of energy for
our members; however,
these funds will not be
fully available until 2010.
Additionally, we have cur-
tailed the use of any out-
side contracting firms to
construct or rebuild any
of our current infrastruc-

tures. All proposed projects for
2009 will be done in-house. Fur-
thermore, cleaning services and
mowing will continue to be done
by our current labor force.

I’m pleased to say that I
received several positive com-
ments from members regarding
the compact fluorescent light bulb
give-away program. Many mem-
bers who took advantage of the
program were using the new
bulbs for the first time. Many
said they saw improvements
regarding the size of the bulb and
the improved quality of light pro-
duced, all of which helps reduce
members’ energy consumption.

Please join us at the Annual
Meeting. I am looking forward to
seeing old friends and meeting
new members, and I will be
happy to discuss any concerns
you may have.

www.harrisonrea.com

Harrison Rural Electrification
Association, Inc.

RR 6, Box 502
Clarksburg, WV 26301-0502
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Board of Directors
Michael Cross, Dist. 7 ...............President
Greg Robertson, Dist. 2 .....Vice President
Darrell Powell, Dist. 6 ...........Secy.-Treas.
C.B. Sharp .....................................Dist. 1
Glenn Cox, Jr.................................Dist. 3
James Stuart.................................. Dist. 4
Ron Watson...................................Dist. 5

________________
Gary L. Jackson, General Manager

Terry Stout ...................Office Manager
Alan Cox .................Operations Manager
Richard L. Fox................Staking Engineer
Nada McNemar .............................Editor

Office Hours
7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., Mon. - Fri.

Manager’s
Corner

By
Gary Jackson,
CEO/General

Manager

RSVP
The Board, Managment and Staff of Harrison Rural

Electric would like to extend this invtation to all of
our member/owners to join us for dinner on Thursday,
April 16, in the cafeteria of Liberty High School.

A pasta dinner will be provided and served by the
Harrison County 4-H Club from 6-7:30 p.m. If you
plan to attend, would you please take a moment and
call the co-op office and tell us? We’re looking for-
ward to seeing you there. Please try to come!

RSVP 304-624-6365 or www.harisonrea.com
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Directors retain
board seats

This year, directors in districts
1 and 2 were up for re-election to
HREA’s board of directors. As was the
case last year, no member took the
steps to challenge for a position on
the board, so C.B. Sharp will retain his
seat in District 1 and Greg Robertson
will remain your director for District 2.

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE MEMBERSHIP
April 17, 2008

LIBERTY HIGH SCHOOL

The membership enjoyed a pasta dinner catered
by Via Veneto and served by cooperative employees
between 6 and 7 p.m. in the cafeteria of Liberty
High School. After the dinner, CEO/General Manager
Gary Jackson called the 71st annual membership
meeting to order at 7:15 p.m. The presentation of
the flags and the Pledge of Allegiance were led by
the young men of West Milford Troop 549 of the Boy
Scouts of America.

CEO/General Manager Gary Jackson welcomed the
members in attendance and stated that in accor-
dance with Article III, Section 4 of HREA’s bylaws, a
quorum for the meeting was constituted. Mr. Jackson
then introduced Senator Joe Minard and delegates
Sam Cann, Richard Iaquinto, Tim Miley and Ron
Fragale. Each was presented a plaque thanking them
for their support in passing the legislation to have
not-for-profit electric utilities added to the state code
as being exempt from property taxes. Senator
Minard complimented the Board for seeing this issue
through to a successful conclusion and delegate
Cann commented about the future savings this
should bring the membership. Mr. Jackson then
introduced Mr. Chunki Angotti and Mr. Ron Watson
of the Harrison County Commission and asked that
everyone in attendance also recognize their contri-
butions in getting the aforesaid legislation passed.

Mr. Jackson then presented HREA Director Mr.
Darrell “Jack” Powell with a plaque from the Nation-
al Rural Electric Cooperative Association recognizing
his 22 years of service.

Mr. Jackson introduced Mr. Powell, secretary/
treasurer. Mr. Powell presented the legal notice of
the meeting, the proof of mailing of the official

notice and he then read the official notice. Following
the reading of the notice, Mr. Powell noted that the
minutes of the meeting held on May 3, 2007 were
published in Country Living magazine and in the
Annual Report distributed to the members in atten-
dance. Mr. Powell called for a motion to dispense
with the reading of the meeting minutes. A motion
was duly made, seconded and approved.

CEO/General Manager Gary Jackson presented a
synopsis of the issues faced by the cooperative in
2007 and those yet to come in 2008 and beyond. He
informed the membership that the cost of power is
increasing and that they probably will see increases
in their bills of about $18 to $20 per month for the
average residential consumer. He concluded with a
question-and-answer session. In this session, mem-
bers asked questions about how soon they might
see these price increases, what constitutes the pur-
chased power adjustment (PPA), what constitutes
the customer charge, have we looked into wind
energy and service interruptions on Davisson Run.

Vice President Robertson then introduced Ms.
Brenda Swiger, chairperson of the cooperative’s Cre-
dentials and Election Committee. She reported that
the bylaw amendments all passed.

Mr. Jackson then asked Mr. Alan Cox to conduct
the prize drawing for door prizes. Mr. Cox stated
that the first name selected would receive a $100
energy credit, then all door prizes would be award-
ed, then the final name would be selected for anoth-
er $100 energy credit. The winners of the energy
credits were Ms. Rosemary Bragg and Mr. Steven
Collins.

Mr. Robertson then asked for a motion to approve
the minutes. The motion was made and seconded.
The motion passed and Mr. Robertson then
adjourned the meeting.

2008 annual meeting minutes



America’s families are facing tough economic
times. Many struggle to afford the basics: food,
housing and energy. In fact, the cost of residential
electricity climbed an average of 26 percent between
2002 and 2007, and it is projected to go even high-
er. As if that wasn’t bad
enough, today’s electricity
supplies won’t be able to
keep pace with future
demand.

Now, elected officials in
Washington, D.C., are
poised to make important
policy decisions that will
determine our nation’s
energy future. To guide
lawmakers in a sound
direction, electric cooperatives are making sure that
your voice — the voice of the consumer — is heard
during legislative debates.

Through the “Our Energy, Our Future”™ grass-
roots awareness campaign, hundreds of thousands
of electric cooperative consumers already have sent

more than 1.5 million messages to their members of
Congress. Through this outreach, co-ops have
shared our insight drawn from decades of offering
safe and reliable electricity at affordable rates; serv-
ice that always makes consumers — not the bottom

line — priority one.
If you haven’t already

done so, please get involved
in the campaign by asking
your representatives on
Capitol Hill one important
question: Are you willing to
work with electric coopera-
tives like Harrison REA to
ensure our nation has reli-
able power at a price con-
sumers can afford?

The stakes are too high to miss this opportunity
to help secure YOUR energy future.

To learn more about how you can begin a dia-
logue with your elected officials, please visit
www.ourenergy.coop today. Together we can keep
electric bills affordable.
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With Earth Day being celebrated on April 22, you
can help the environment by practicing the three Rs:
first reduce how much you use, reuse what you can
and recycle the rest. Then, dispose of what’s left in
the most environmentally friendly way.

Read the tips below and explore the Consumer’s
Handbook for Reducing Solid Waste
(http://www.epa.gov/epaoswer/
non-hw/reduce/catbook)

Reduce:
Buy permanent items instead of disposables.
Buy and use only what you need.
Buy products with less packaging.
Buy products that use less toxic chemicals.

Reuse:
Repair items as much as possible.
Use durable coffee mugs.
Use cloth napkins or towels.
Clean out juice bottles and use them for water.
Use empty jars to hold leftover food.
Reuse boxes.
Purchase refillable pens and pencils.
Participate in a paint collection and reuse pro-

gram. For information on handling household solid
waste, visit Wastes, What You Can Do
(http://www.epa.gov/epaoswer/osw/citizens.htm).

Donate extras to people you know or to charity
instead of throwing them away.

Reuse grocery bags as trash bags.

Recycle:
Recycle paper (printer paper, newspapers, mail,

etc.), plastic, glass bottles, cardboard and aluminum
cans. If your community doesn’t collect at the curb,
take them to a collection center.

Recycle electronics.
(http://www.epa.gov/ecycling/index.htm)

Collecting used oil for recycling/reuse;
www.epa.gov/epaoswer/non-hw/recycle/recy-oil.pdf.

Compost food scraps, grass and other yard clip-
pings, and dead plants.

Close the loop — buy recycled products and prod-
ucts that use recycled packaging. That's what makes
recycling economically possible.

Three ‘Rs’ come in handy on Earth Day

Keeping electric bills affordable
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by SCOTT GATES
No matter the size, style or age, homes across the

country have one thing in common: a small meter, con-
stantly keeping a tally of electricity use. Some dutifully
track kilowatts with spinning discs — a technology that
dates back to 1888 — while many have been upgraded
to handle the information demands of our digital age.

Most digital meters, in fact, contain chips that enable
them to send kilowatt-hour use readings and other
data to your electric cooperative — what’s called auto-
mated meter reading, or AMR. Some units go a step
further and can send and receive signals from a co-op,
opening up a world of possibilities. This allows co-ops
to install AMI, or advanced meter infrastructure sys-
tems.

“AMR has existed in one form or another since the
mid-1980s,” explains Brian Sloboda, senior advisor
with the Cooperative Research Network, a division of
the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association.
“Initially it was simply a more efficient way to conduct
monthly meter readings. Today, the collection of
monthly meter reads is just the tip of the iceberg.
Faster, two-way systems allow the co-op to view meter
reads once an hour and in some cases even more often.
When teamed with other automated equipment at sub-
stations and on distribution lines, AMR can evolve into
an advanced meter infrastructure system.”

Once AMI systems are in place, a wide range of
applications can become available, including electricity
theft detection, outage management, remote disconnect
and reconnect, and “blink” monitoring, among others.
An estimated 50 percent of electric co-ops have
deployed AMI in some fashion — far and away tops in
the electric utility industry.

AMR and AMI also are key components of what’s

called a “smart grid,” an evolving, “self-healing” trans-
mission and distribution network that can track the
flow of electricity with great precision and efficiency.

Sources: Cooperative Research Network

Electric meters — more than kilowatt counters

For most people, the home is a place where friends
and family can come together, rest and relax. However,
if electrical appliances are not maintained or used prop-
erly, this safe haven can be diminished in a matter of
seconds.

Electrical appliances within the home are part of our
everyday life — from the toaster, heaters, hair curler,
blow dryer, microwave, television and stereo. If these
appliances are not maintained, stored or used properly,
they can pose a serious safety hazard. Here are some
safety precautions for electrical appliances in the home:

Electrical appliances should not be used around
water.

When carrying appliances, they should be held by
the handle, not the cord.

Appliances that get hot, such as heaters, toasters
and light bulbs, should be kept away from materials
that can burn.

Small appliances should be turned off or unplugged
when not in use.

If an appliance repeatedly blows a fuse, trips a cir-
cuit breaker or has given you a shock, unplug it and

have the appliance repaired or replaced.
Electrical appliances also can be found outside of the

home. Appliances are used outside for cutting the
lawn, trimming bushes and flowers and cutting tree
limbs. Appliances that are used for yard work should
be labeled for outdoor use. Here are some tips for prac-
ticing safety precautions when working with electrical
appliances outside of the home:

• Unplug electrical tools and disconnect spark plug
wires on gasoline-powered tools before making adjust-
ments or clearing jams near moving parts.

• Be sure power tools are turned off and made inop-
erable, if they must be left unattended, to prevent use
by children.

Never work with electrical power tools in wet or
damp conditions.

Be sure that extension cords are in good condition,
are rated for outdoor use and are the proper gauge for
the electrical current capacity of the tool.

Inspect the mower periodically for potential hazards.
Source: North Carolina Association of Electric

Cooperatives

Electrical safety in the home and garden


